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Children: Is Anybody Listening?
Global Concerns
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How do we know what the concerns

of the world’s children are?
1. Listening to Children Themselves

Children spoke publicly at the UN Special Session for Children in May 2002, and the September 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg South Africa, naming and claiming children’s needs and wants as defined by the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

The UN General Assembly endorsed four of the children’s priorities for immediate action in a report, “A World Fit For Children.”  

2. Supporting Children’s Global Concerns: 
     A World Fit For Children

Children’s Four Priorities

     adopted by the General Assembly, May 2002

· Promote healthy lives – reduce malnutrition, poverty, hunger, preventable diseases.

· Provide quality education for all. Eliminate gender disparities.

· Protection against abuse exploitation and violence, including armed conflict, and protection of the environment

· Combat HIV/AIDS

· Canada has committed to an action plan that includes working in partnership with children and young people themselves to meet the goals to Make A Canada Fit For Children. See progress on www.sen.parl.gc.ca/lpearson under “What’s New.”



3. How Does The United Church Listen to 
   Children’s Global Concerns?
Programs & Resources

· The United Church has a long history of supporting numerous programs for children with Partner churches around the world through the M & S fund.  (See Mandate, Special edition, May 2002 for a list.)
· Mission Study theme: Children Is Anybody Listening? 2001-03. Mandate, Special editions 2001, 2002–03 theme “Walking Together In Hope” has lifted up both congregational and global connections.
· 1994 General Council named a Children’s Sunday to be celebrated annually (Nov. 23, 2003) with children to lift up the needs, rights and gifts of all the world’s children.

· Seeds & Sowers Children, a free annual resource provides resources for congregations, lifts up the needs and gifts of all children; also provides resources for Children’s Sunday.

4. What are We as the United 

        Church Called to Do?

· Keep reminding the church and advocating for children’s needs, gifts and rights.

· Continue to support children’s programs with partner churches around the world through the M&S fund.

· Some Challenges:
a. Listen to and with children and support their right to be heard.

b. Walk together in partnership with children and children’s groups in our congregations and communities to meet the goals and four priorities of “A World Fit For Children.”  

c. Support children in having their voices heard.

d. Invite children to be active participants in community and global issues that affect their lives (together with adults.)

· Some current issues in which to involve children: public peace forums, marches, declarations; Beads of Hope Campaign; environmental issues. (see http://www.united-church.ca/iraq for peace resources for children)
If you could change one thing for the world’s children, what would it be?





One of the greatest concerns of children is that their voices are heard and adults take responsibility to participate with them to make a world fit for all.





On the Way Together: A Community Approach to Faith Formation








